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Abstract

The character of NieChuan-qing in Eileen Chang’s “Jasmine Tea” shows his pursuit of a spiritual
father, his construction of an ideal self on that basis, and his male counterattack and self-denial
when the ideal father figure is finally shattered. In Haruka Tono’s “Hakyoku”, the main character
Yosuke is in a similar situation, but the two texts are different in terms of the “absence” of the fa-
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ther and the construction of the ideal self. These two texts are selected and analysed using the
methods of textual close reading and comparative literature, with “Jasmine Tea” as the main sub-
ject and “Hakyoku” as a comparison, combining with the author’s life experience, and with the help
of Freudian psychoanalysis and the research on fatherhood culture, we explore the pursuit and
construction of spiritual fatherhood of the characters in the author’s works.
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